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Licensing of Commercial Fishery Licensing of Commercial Fishery 
OperationsOperations

StatesStates
Tribal nations*Tribal nations*
Province of OntarioProvince of Ontario

*Every lake has a Native American *Every lake has a Native American 
commercial fishery except Lake Eriecommercial fishery except Lake Erie



Regulation of Commercial FisheryRegulation of Commercial Fishery

Amount of fish that can be caught (quota)Amount of fish that can be caught (quota)
Amount and type of gear that can be used Amount and type of gear that can be used 
(effort)(effort)
Province of Ontario has extensive Province of Ontario has extensive 
dockside monitoring of commercial catchdockside monitoring of commercial catch



Types of Great Lakes Commercial Types of Great Lakes Commercial 
Fishing Gear UsedFishing Gear Used

Trap netsTrap nets
Gill netsGill nets
Hoop netsHoop nets
SeinesSeines
TrawlsTrawls
Hook/trot linesHook/trot lines



Maintaining a Sustainable Great Maintaining a Sustainable Great 
Lakes Commercial FisheryLakes Commercial Fishery

Closure of the fishery during spawning Closure of the fishery during spawning 
seasonseason
Permanent and seasonal designated Permanent and seasonal designated 
refuge areasrefuge areas
Minimum size restrictions to allow fish to Minimum size restrictions to allow fish to 
spawn at least once before they enter the spawn at least once before they enter the 
fisheryfishery



Great Lakes Lake Whitefish HarvestGreat Lakes Lake Whitefish Harvest

In 2000 the most In 2000 the most 
harvested fish in both harvested fish in both 
U.S. and Canadian U.S. and Canadian 
waters waters 
Harvest of over 21 Harvest of over 21 
million pounds and million pounds and 
dock side value of dock side value of 
over $18 millionover $18 million
Over half harvested Over half harvested 
from Lake Huronfrom Lake Huron



Through the 1990s most of the lake Through the 1990s most of the lake 
whitefish were harvested from the U.S. whitefish were harvested from the U.S. 

waters of the Great Lakeswaters of the Great Lakes



Great Lakes Yellow Perch and Great Lakes Yellow Perch and 
Walleye HarvestWalleye Harvest

In 2000 each were worth In 2000 each were worth 
over $10 million in dock over $10 million in dock 
side valueside value
5.2 million pounds of 5.2 million pounds of 
yellow perch and 7.3 yellow perch and 7.3 
million pounds of walleye million pounds of walleye 
were harvestedwere harvested
Yellow perch had the Yellow perch had the 
most value of any most value of any 
commercial fish at just commercial fish at just 
over $2 per poundover $2 per pound
Lake Erie produced most Lake Erie produced most 
of the walleye and yellow of the walleye and yellow 
perchperch



Through the 1990s most of the yellow perch Through the 1990s most of the yellow perch 
and walleye were harvested from the and walleye were harvested from the 
Canadian waters of the Great LakesCanadian waters of the Great Lakes



Great Lakes Smelt HarvestGreat Lakes Smelt Harvest

Harvest of just over Harvest of just over 
7.6 million pounds 7.6 million pounds 
and dock side value and dock side value 
of nearly $2 million in of nearly $2 million in 
20002000



In the 1990s most smelt was harvested from In the 1990s most smelt was harvested from 
the Canadian waters of the Great Lakes and the Canadian waters of the Great Lakes and 

in 2000 most came from Lake Eriein 2000 most came from Lake Erie



Great Lakes Chub HarvestGreat Lakes Chub Harvest

Harvest of almost 2 Harvest of almost 2 
million pounds and million pounds and 
dock side value of dock side value of 
nearly $2 million in nearly $2 million in 
20002000



In the 1990s most chubs were harvested In the 1990s most chubs were harvested 
from the U.S. waters of the Great Lakes and from the U.S. waters of the Great Lakes and 

in 2000 most came from Lake Michiganin 2000 most came from Lake Michigan



Great Lakes Lake Trout HarvestGreat Lakes Lake Trout Harvest

Harvest of just over Harvest of just over 
1.5 million pounds 1.5 million pounds 
and dock side value and dock side value 
of nearly $0.76 million of nearly $0.76 million 
in 2000in 2000



In the 1990s most lake trout were harvested In the 1990s most lake trout were harvested 
from the U.S. waters of the Great Lakes and from the U.S. waters of the Great Lakes and 

in 2000 most came from Lakes Michigan in 2000 most came from Lakes Michigan 
and Huronand Huron



Great Lakes Carp and Channel Great Lakes Carp and Channel 
Catfish HarvestCatfish Harvest

Harvest of 1.5 million pounds of carp and Harvest of 1.5 million pounds of carp and 
dock side value of nearly $160 thousand in dock side value of nearly $160 thousand in 
20002000
Harvest of 0.5 million pounds of channel Harvest of 0.5 million pounds of channel 
catfish and dock side value of nearly $310 catfish and dock side value of nearly $310 
thousand in 2000thousand in 2000



In the 1990s most of the carp and channel In the 1990s most of the carp and channel 
catfish were harvested from the U.S. waters catfish were harvested from the U.S. waters 

of the Great Lakesof the Great Lakes



Lake Superior Lake Whitefish HarvestLake Superior Lake Whitefish Harvest

Most harvested fish in Most harvested fish in 
U.S. waters and U.S. waters and 
second most second most 
harvested fish in harvested fish in 
Canadian waters in Canadian waters in 
20002000
Almost 2 million Almost 2 million 
pounds harvested pounds harvested 
with a dock side value with a dock side value 
of just over $1.7 of just over $1.7 
millionmillion



In the 1990s most of the lake whitefish was In the 1990s most of the lake whitefish was 
harvested from U.S. waters of Lake Superior harvested from U.S. waters of Lake Superior 

with most coming from the states of with most coming from the states of 
Michigan and WisconsinMichigan and Wisconsin



Lake Superior Lake Herring HarvestLake Superior Lake Herring Harvest

Most harvested fish in Most harvested fish in 
Canadian waters and Canadian waters and 
second most second most 
harvested fish in U.S. harvested fish in U.S. 
waters in 2000waters in 2000
Almost 1.4 million Almost 1.4 million 
pounds harvested pounds harvested 
with a dock side value with a dock side value 
of just over $0.5 of just over $0.5 
millionmillion
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In the 1990s lake herring harvest in Lake In the 1990s lake herring harvest in Lake 
Superior was equally divided between the Superior was equally divided between the 
U.S. and Canada. Most of this harvest on U.S. and Canada. Most of this harvest on 

the U.S. side came from the states of the U.S. side came from the states of 
Minnesota and WisconsinMinnesota and Wisconsin



Lake Superior Lake Trout HarvestLake Superior Lake Trout Harvest

Third most harvested Third most harvested 
fish in Canadian and fish in Canadian and 
U.S. waters in 2000U.S. waters in 2000
300 thousand pounds 300 thousand pounds 
harvested with a dock harvested with a dock 
side value of $151 side value of $151 
thousandthousand



The majority of lake trout harvest in Lake The majority of lake trout harvest in Lake 
Superior in the 1990s came from the U.S. Superior in the 1990s came from the U.S. 

waters. Most came from the states of waters. Most came from the states of 
Michigan and WisconsinMichigan and Wisconsin



Other Commercial Fish Harvested Other Commercial Fish Harvested 
in Lake Superior in the 1990sin Lake Superior in the 1990s



Lake Michigan Lake Whitefish HarvestLake Michigan Lake Whitefish Harvest

Most harvested fish in Most harvested fish in 
Lake Michigan in Lake Michigan in 
20002000
Almost 4.8 million Almost 4.8 million 
pounds harvested pounds harvested 
with a dock side value with a dock side value 
of just over $5.1 of just over $5.1 
millionmillion



In the 1990s the majority of lake whitefish In the 1990s the majority of lake whitefish 
harvest in Lake Michigan came from the harvest in Lake Michigan came from the 
state of Michigan with some additional state of Michigan with some additional 

harvest from Wisconsinharvest from Wisconsin



Lake Michigan Chub HarvestLake Michigan Chub Harvest

Second most Second most 
harvested fish in Lake harvested fish in Lake 
Michigan in 2000Michigan in 2000
1.5 million pounds 1.5 million pounds 
harvested with a dock harvested with a dock 
side value of just over side value of just over 
$1.5 million$1.5 million



In the 1990s the majority of chub harvest in In the 1990s the majority of chub harvest in 
Lake Michigan came from the state of Lake Michigan came from the state of 

Wisconsin with some additional harvest from Wisconsin with some additional harvest from 
MichiganMichigan



Lake Michigan Smelt HarvestLake Michigan Smelt Harvest

Almost 390 thousand Almost 390 thousand 
pounds harvested pounds harvested 
with a dock side value with a dock side value 
of just over $0.72 of just over $0.72 
million in 2000million in 2000



In the 1990s the smelt harvest in Lake In the 1990s the smelt harvest in Lake 
Michigan came from trawl fisheries in the Michigan came from trawl fisheries in the 

states of Wisconsin and Michiganstates of Wisconsin and Michigan



Lake Michigan Lake Trout HarvestLake Michigan Lake Trout Harvest

Just over 620 Just over 620 
thousand pounds thousand pounds 
harvested with a dock harvested with a dock 
side value of almost side value of almost 
$340 thousand in $340 thousand in 
20002000



In the 1990s virtually all of the lake In the 1990s virtually all of the lake 
trout harvest came from the state of trout harvest came from the state of 

MichiganMichigan



Other Commercial Fish Harvested Other Commercial Fish Harvested 
in Lake Michigan in the 1990sin Lake Michigan in the 1990s



Lake Huron Lake Whitefish HarvestLake Huron Lake Whitefish Harvest

Most harvested fish in Most harvested fish in 
Lake Huron in both Lake Huron in both 
U.S. and Canadian U.S. and Canadian 
waters in 2000waters in 2000
Almost 12.7 million Almost 12.7 million 
pounds harvested pounds harvested 
with a dock side value with a dock side value 
of $10.5 millionof $10.5 million



In the early 1990s lake whitefish harvest in In the early 1990s lake whitefish harvest in 
Lake Huron was evenly split between the Lake Huron was evenly split between the 
U.S. and Canada. In the late 1990s more U.S. and Canada. In the late 1990s more 

was harvested from Canadian waters.was harvested from Canadian waters.



Lake Huron Yellow Perch HarvestLake Huron Yellow Perch Harvest

Second most valued Second most valued 
fish in total dockside fish in total dockside 
value in 2000 with value in 2000 with 
most coming from most coming from 
Canadian watersCanadian waters
400 thousand pounds 400 thousand pounds 
harvested with a dock harvested with a dock 
side value of $0.85 side value of $0.85 
millionmillion



In the 1990s yellow perch harvest in Lake In the 1990s yellow perch harvest in Lake 
Huron came mostly from Canadian watersHuron came mostly from Canadian waters



In the 1990s the Canadian fishery dominated In the 1990s the Canadian fishery dominated 
the harvest for chubs, walleye, and lake trout the harvest for chubs, walleye, and lake trout 

in Lake Huronin Lake Huron



In the 1990s the U.S. fishery dominated the In the 1990s the U.S. fishery dominated the 
harvest for salmon, catfish, and carp in Lake harvest for salmon, catfish, and carp in Lake 

HuronHuron



Lake Erie Walleye and Yellow Lake Erie Walleye and Yellow 
Perch HarvestPerch Harvest

In 2000 walleye was In 2000 walleye was 
worth $9.8 million and worth $9.8 million and 
yellow perch $9.2 million yellow perch $9.2 million 
in dock side valuein dock side value
7.1 million pounds of 7.1 million pounds of 
walleye and 4.3 million walleye and 4.3 million 
pounds of yellow perch pounds of yellow perch 
were harvestedwere harvested
Most harvested in Most harvested in 
Canadian waters of Lake Canadian waters of Lake 
ErieErie



Through the 1990s most of the walleye and Through the 1990s most of the walleye and 
yellow perch were harvested from the yellow perch were harvested from the 

Canadian waters of Lake ErieCanadian waters of Lake Erie



Lake Erie White Bass HarvestLake Erie White Bass Harvest

Almost 3.5 million Almost 3.5 million 
pounds harvested in pounds harvested in 
2000 with a dockside 2000 with a dockside 
value of $2.2 millionvalue of $2.2 million
Most harvested in Most harvested in 
Canadian waters of Canadian waters of 
Lake ErieLake Erie



Through the 1990s most of the white bass Through the 1990s most of the white bass 
was harvested from the Canadian waters of was harvested from the Canadian waters of 

Lake ErieLake Erie



Lake Erie Smelt HarvestLake Erie Smelt Harvest

Almost 7.2 million Almost 7.2 million 
pounds harvested in pounds harvested in 
2000 with a dockside 2000 with a dockside 
value of $1.1 millionvalue of $1.1 million
All harvested in All harvested in 
Canadian waters of Canadian waters of 
Lake ErieLake Erie



Through the 1990s virtually all of the smelt Through the 1990s virtually all of the smelt 
was harvested from the Canadian waters of was harvested from the Canadian waters of 

Lake ErieLake Erie



Lake Erie Lake Whitefish HarvestLake Erie Lake Whitefish Harvest

Almost 1.4 million Almost 1.4 million 
pounds harvested in pounds harvested in 
2000 with a dockside 2000 with a dockside 
value of $1.0 millionvalue of $1.0 million
Most harvested in Most harvested in 
Canadian waters of Canadian waters of 
Lake ErieLake Erie



Through the 1990s lake whitefish harvest Through the 1990s lake whitefish harvest 
increased in the Canadian waters of Lake increased in the Canadian waters of Lake 

Erie. Declines occurred in Ohio and Erie. Declines occurred in Ohio and 
Pennsylvania waters since the midPennsylvania waters since the mid--90s90s



Significant fishery for white perch Significant fishery for white perch 
existed in Canadian and Ohio waters of existed in Canadian and Ohio waters of 
Lake Erie in the early 1990s. Majority Lake Erie in the early 1990s. Majority 

was taken out of Canadian waterswas taken out of Canadian waters



Majority of channel catfish, carp, and Majority of channel catfish, carp, and 
sheepsheadsheepshead harvested in Lake Erie in the harvested in Lake Erie in the 

1990s came from Ohio waters1990s came from Ohio waters



Lake Ontario Yellow Perch and Lake Ontario Yellow Perch and 
Lake Whitefish HarvestLake Whitefish Harvest

Almost 316 thousand pounds of yellow Almost 316 thousand pounds of yellow 
perch harvested in 2000 with a dockside perch harvested in 2000 with a dockside 
value of $0.6 millionvalue of $0.6 million
Nearly 300 thousand pounds of lake Nearly 300 thousand pounds of lake 
whitefish harvested in 2000 with a whitefish harvested in 2000 with a 
dockside value of $220 thousanddockside value of $220 thousand
Most of yellow perch and all of lake Most of yellow perch and all of lake 
whitefish harvested in Canadian waters of whitefish harvested in Canadian waters of 
Lake OntarioLake Ontario



Majority of yellow perch and lake whitefish Majority of yellow perch and lake whitefish 
harvested in Lake Ontario in the 1990s harvested in Lake Ontario in the 1990s 

came from Canadian waterscame from Canadian waters



Lake Ontario Bullhead HarvestLake Ontario Bullhead Harvest

182 thousand pounds 182 thousand pounds 
harvested in 2000 harvested in 2000 
with a dockside value with a dockside value 
of $44 thousandof $44 thousand
Most was harvested Most was harvested 
in Canadian waters in in Canadian waters in 
2000 and through the 2000 and through the 
1990s1990s



Lake Ontario Eel HarvestLake Ontario Eel Harvest

29 thousand pounds 29 thousand pounds 
harvested in 2000 harvested in 2000 
with a dockside value with a dockside value 
of $41 thousandof $41 thousand
Most or all was Most or all was 
harvested in harvested in 
Canadian waters in Canadian waters in 
2000 and through the 2000 and through the 
1990s1990s
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